[Metastases to the nervous system].
Over a period of 13 years, 353 cases of metastases in the brain, spinal canal or peripheral nerves were treated in 14,350 inpatients. In 79.6% of the cases, the metastases were localized intracranially, in 14.7% spinally, in 2.6% peripherally and in 3.1% in several of these sites. Solitary tumors predominated (65.7%). Of 420 intracranial metastases, 336 were located supratentorially (80%) with a slight preponderance on the left side (54.5%), 15% cerebellar, and 5% in the brainstem. Of the spinal metastases, 80% were located in the thoracic spinal cord. Almost 60% of the cases also displayed metastases outside the nervous system, mainly in the skeletal system and the lungs. The most frequent primary tumor was bronchial carcinoma (26,6%) followed by breast cancer (19.5%) and unknown primary tumor (17.6%), which was also not found on autopsy in 0.8%. Rare primary tumors were parotid and pancreatic carcinomas, testicular and bladder tumors. There are correlations between the primary tumor and the location of the metastases in the nervous system in general and in the brain in particular. The latency between diagnosis of the primary tumor and that of the metastasis was 1-3 years. In one out of three cases, the metastasis in the nervous system was the first sign of the tumor condition. In six cases, the metastasis was removed before the primary tumor and two possible kinds of primary tumors were found in seven cases. Compared to intracranial hypertension focal deficit manifestations including focal convulsions occurred twice as frequently in cerebral metastases. Spinal metastases led to CSF blockade in 20%.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)